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Animals have a right to the protection of man and a life of dignity.

To All Supporters,

We are pleased to bring to you our 7" Annual
Update as we summarise here our activities for the
period October 2021 through September 2022.

“A day will come in which men will look upon an
animal’s murder the same way they look upon a
man’s murder.” -Leonardo da Vinci

In Trinidad and Tobago, there is a lack of
understanding and appreciation of animal welfare.
Changing this behaviour will be key to national
development and achieving first-
world stature. Unfortunately, no political party has
satisfactorily addressed animal welfare and has left
it to the private sector. The welfare of all sentient
animals, human and other, needs to be addressed in
national development. The private sector cannot
achieve success without Government's influence
and support. The behaviour change motivated by an
environment steeped in animal welfare best
practices, respecting all sentient beings, will
permeate cultural barriers, influence
socioeconomic opportunities and help heal the
social ills of society.

There is a myriad of reasons why a country’s
development programmes must include the welfare
needs of all sentient animals (human and other).
These include human and animal health (including
homelessness), rural development, livestock and
agricultural  development,  biodiversity  and

environmental sustenance and social behavioural
skills. In the first instance, is the need to recognise
animals as the sentient beings they are, and not view
them as property or material objects. That includes
motivating a behaviour by setting the right example
and legislating animal care and welfare standards
including animal rights, housing, trade, animal
control, population control etc. This is not unique or
rocket science and is already legislated in Germany,
Austria, Switzerland, France, Portugal and Spain.

Our Vision - “A home for every stray — a nation
without strays” -

Initially, the meaning of “stray” must be clearly
defined as it is often confused with homeless. A stray
animal is one which is left to roam unsupervised
whether owned or not. Therefore, an animal that is
owned but not protected in a secured area may stray
but is not homeless. These owned animals permitted
to stray are the primary cause of the problems
created by stray animals. The control of these stray
animals, which may be owned, are the root cause of
the problem and must be addressed and therefore
we must start with establishing animal welfare
standards for owned animals.

“I am in favour of animal rights as well as human
rights. That’s the way of the whole human being.” -
Abraham Lincoln
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Our thoughts:
DOGS:

(a) All owned dogs must be kept secured and

protected from unsuitable weather conditions
in an area appropriate for the animal’s natural
behaviour patterns (as per 18! of the Animals
(Disease and Importation) (Amendment) Act,
2020 and not permitted to stray. Such area
needs to be defined. To own a dog, safe physical
accommodation must first be available. To
implement this change, a practical timeline
must be permitted for current dog owners to
provide the required accommodation so as to
avoid the dumping of dogs.

Left homeless and un-spayed when her owner passed

(b) A network of state-owned holding facilities and

private sector shelter / sanctuary facilities will
be required to support the programme.
Humane standards for animal welfare and

(c)

(d)
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international best practices for physical
infrastructure, personnel training and processes
will be required at approved shelters and
holding facilities.

Animals found to be stray may be picked up and
surrendered to an approved holding or shelter
facility. If picked up with identification, the
rescuer or approved facility, will try to track and
return the dog to its owner. A penalty may be
applied to off-set the cost of that activity. If the
owner cannot be traced or if the dog was picked
up without identification, the shelter or pound
will determine next steps upon consultation
with a veterinarian and according to approved
humane measures that optimise the
opportunity for a life of dignity for the animal.

It should be encouraged for all dogs and cats to
be spayed / neutered unless registered as
approved for breeding. A state supported free
spay / neuter programme which penetrates all
communities nationwide should be
implemented.

Because all ani 1ave a right to the protection of man
and a life of Animals 360 Foundation joins with
International Society for Animal Rights for the month of
August 2022 to recognize all homeless animals
culminating on International Homeless Animals Day

(IHAD) August 20th, 2022

Coming together to
Spay and Neuter
our stray,
homeless and
rescued animals.

nimals 3
Saunccrin

International Society for Animal Rights Annual
spay & neuter programme for International
Homeless Animals Day achieved 121 spay & neuter
surgeries for August 2022.
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(e) To ensure that animals are not exposed to
the trauma of fireworks which cause
disorientation and anxiety to levels that
cause panic and escape from otherwise
secured areas, amendments must be
made to existing laws that will protect
animals from the irresponsible and
indiscriminate discharge of fireworks.

CATS:

The behaviour of cat owners toward their pets must
be addressed to get the problem of feral cats under
control. There would be no feral cats without
careless or irresponsible pet owners who allow their
unaltered cats to roam free or “dump” them. Feral
cat colonies exist primarily where there is a human-
supplied food source. The simple reality is that
where food is plentiful the cats multiply faster and
where it is scarce, birth rates decrease. As with dogs,
the problem of stray or feral cats is created by the
behaviour of mankind and must be solved at the root
of the problem — human behaviour. Accordingly,
regulations supporting the control of pet cats is
required together with education and actions that
inform of the disservice that is being done by the
feeding of un-spayed feral cats.

The responsible thing to do is to support solutions
that support a reduction in stray and feral cat
colonies. Cat overpopulation must be confronted by
refusing to create more wild cats in the first place
through abandonment and by preventing the
inevitable cat population expansion which occurs
where human food is made abundantly available to
unsterilized stray cats.

e Animals 360 does not support the feeding of
unsterilized stray / feral cats unless for the
specific reason of trapping (feed in trap) to spay
or neuter and domesticate or return to a
managed and protected colony.
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¢ Animals 360 does not support the proponents
of, or those feeding or encouraging unprotected
neighbourhood or street colonies of unsterilized
cats.

Animals 360 supports the spaying and neutering of
all cats, domesticated and wild.

Have you seen cats
with ears like this?

These cats have been “ear-tipped” or "notched".
This is a surgical alteration showing that a free-
|ivipl%2cat has been sp:f\_Fed/ neutered. It's part of

“T , which means “Trap”, “Neuter”, “Return”.

These cats should never be re-trapped or
brought to a shelter, unless sick. Instead, they
should be left in their neighborhood to provide
cat population control. Studies have shown by
just being there, they prevent other cats from
moving into the area. And, because they have
been tixed, they will never have litters of kittens.

Even if you don' like cats, TNR ear-tipped cats
have an important job to do in keeping your
neighborhood a nice place to live.

For dogs and cats, implementation of regulations
relevant to the control of stray, homeless or feral
animals must be addressed and implemented in a
structured manner to avoid the panic, uncertainty
and dumping of animals. As a first step, investment
in a state supported spay / neuter programme and
identification of adequate physical infrastructure,
humane processes and training, targeted toward
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ensuring an optimum chance at a life of dignity for
the animals must be established.

Driving this change in the animal welfare mindset of
our citizenry will develop a more compassionate
people and be of significant benefit to the culture of
Trinidad and Tobago as we strive toward first world
nation statehood.

The road to implementation of adequate animal
welfare legislation is long and hard and we continue
on the journey. Some progress has been made with
passage of the Animals (Disease and Importation)
(Amendment) Act, 2020 which addressed the very
basic animal welfare requirements and penalties and
also adressed the penalties related to acts of cruelty.
This is certainly a very positive step and now we have
to focus on enforcement of laws passed while we
continue to lobby for stray dog control, advanced
animal welfare regulations and legislation to manage
responsible discharge of fireworks.

During 2022, a fact finding study was completed by
a coalition of NGOs comprising Animals 360
Foundation, Animals Alive, Animal Defence Society,
TTSPCA-Tobago and the Trinidad and Tobago
Veterinary Association to determine current status
and identify the needs to solve the problem of
companion animal homelessness.  From data
compiled by the National Animal Keeping and
Nature Experience Survey by Sustainable Innovation
Initiatives (Gibson 2020), we estimated that there
are approximately 297,500 dogs and cats kept as
pets in Trinidad and Tobago. Our study further
identified that the population can grow by
approximately 35,400 dogs and cats each year net
of births and deaths and currently approximately
13,000 are spayed each vyear. This leaves
tremendous potential for exponential growth which
must be addressed.

There is little state sector involvement in managing
this problem and the private sector has stepped in to
do what it can. Currently there are seven private
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sector shelters in operation in north, central, south
and east of Trinidad and in Tobago. These shelters
have invested in 16 acres of land sheltering 1,291
dogs and cats at an estimated cost of $3.4 million per
year. In order to solve the problem our study has
identified a need for a national spay and neuter
programme, additional animal holding facilities and
an education programme at an estimated operating
budget of $43 million per year in addition to $3
million in investment for holding facilitues.

Our group will continue to lobby the Government
and all politicians to make this necessary investment
in animal welfare.

In our last issue we introduced our collaboration
with the Nurture Nature coalition of thirteen (13)
NGOs. This year we are pleased to include an update
on Nurture Nature’s activities that has been
provided by Dr Mark Gibson, Director of the Nurture
Nature Campaign.

The Many Harms of the T&T Pet Wildlife Trade

The Nurture Nature Campaign continues to advocate
for awareness and action on the harmful trade in pet
wildlife in Trinidad and Tobago. Since our public
launch in January 2021, we have focused on
developing social marketing materials for social
media and real-world audiences. Throughout our
work, we consistently emphasize that the pet
wildlife trade in T&T is a problem of many harms.
That is, the trade doesn’t just harm biodiversity. It
also breaks many laws, transfers diseases to people
and other animals, and fundamentally causes pain,
suffering and death to many wild animals.

On social media, we have continued to produce
regular posts asking people to “Don’t Buy Wild,” and
we have expanded our efforts to make other content
that might have longer “lifespans.” This more
durable content includes illustrated topic guides on
issues like parrot keeping and biosecurity, as well as

Email: animals360tt@gmail.com | Contact No. (868) 364-7729 | www.animals360tt.com/



a series of “Wild Truth” videos on all major social
media platforms. The five videos in the series
specifically cover the trades in amazon parrots,
capuchin monkeys, macaws, morrocoy tortoises,
and red-eared slider turtles. The guides are co-
created with the Trinidad and Tobago Veterinary
Association (TTVA) and the Veterinary Student
Association of Trinidad and Tobago (VSATT), while
the videos feature Ricardo Meade of the El Socorro
Centre for Wildlife Conservation.

WHEREDO “PET" PARROTS AND
MACAWS COME FROM?

Most captive Parrots and Macaws in T&T
were
 Stolen from their parents as babies
e Trafficked into the country
« Sufferillness and inhumane conditions
 Sold and kept illegally

BROVGHT TOBY THENURTURE NATURE CAMPAIGN WITH THE TTUA & USATT

We have also collaborated with the Trinidad and
Tobago Photographic  Society (TTPS) and
photographer Faraaz Abdool to produce the
Caribbean’s  first conservation photography
competition called “Nurturing the Wild.” The
competition ultimately encouraged the participation
of hundreds of adults and youth and produced a
body of photography documenting the T&T wildlife
trade.

nimals 360 - Animals have a right to the protection of man and a life of dignity.
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DID YOU KNOW:
PARROTS AND MACAWS

n

@ ARE TAKEN FROM THE WILD
® REQUIRE PERMITS TO BE K[Pf
@ NEED VET CARE
@ ARE SMART & SOCIAL
@ LIVELONG LIvES B
D\ @ NEED A LARGE, SAFE SPACE
® NEED A COMPLEX DIET

\g
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BROUGHT TOBY THENURTURENATURE CAMPAIGN WITH THETTVA & USATT

Beyond digital content, we have produced content
that reaches animal keepers and the general public
in various settings. This includes a billboard placed
along the Sir Solomon Hochoy Highway and a series
of three posters on popularly kept wild animals for
placement in veterinary clinics and pet shops across
the country. Nurture Nature is also now finalizing a
series of messaging guides for veterinarians when
advising clients that keep wild species, including
amazon parrots, macaws, and non-native turtles.
These guides are importantly co-created with the
TTVA, VSATT, and the Exotics Club at the Veterinary
School.

Looking forward, the campaign shall continue
producing social marketing materials and explore
new strategies for promoting change. In recent
months, we have begun to advise the Trinidad
Forestry Division on its monitoring and enforcement
program. This has already led to a policy change
prohibiting the sale of invasive red-eared slider
turtles in pet shops. We now especially hope to
reform the agency’s dysfunctional system for issuing
and enforcing the use of possession permits.
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N URTURE N ATURE CAMPAIGN

DID YOU
KNOW’

Monkeys

e “Cute” Babies Grow Up Big and
Aggressive
Adult monkeys destroy property and bite their
keepers with large, sharp teeth,

e Capturing Monkeys is Cruel
Hunters kill mother monkeys to capture and sell
their babies.

e They Carry Dangerous Diseases
Monkeys carry diseases that can infect humans,
like Leptospirosis, Tuberculosis and Yellow Fever.

e Non-native Monkeys Hurt Our
Ecosystems

Monkeys from South America are released in T&T
and threaten our forests and native monkeys.

Captive Monkeys Sufferin
Human Homes
Taking monkeys from their families and keeping

them in cages causes mental illness and bad
behaviours.

They Are Protected Animals
All monkeys are protected under T&T law, but are
commonly trafficked into the country.

1. Red Howler Monkey 2. White-fronted Capuchin 3. Tufted Capuchin
4. Wedge-capped Capuchin

Ask Your Vet To Learn More!

guae B ik

‘ @o @nurturenaturett

www.nurturenaturett.org

Animal Pride Spay & Neuter Programme

Our flagship project, the Animal Pride spay and
neuter programme continued to reach communities
nationwide as more veterinarians signed on to
support the programme. Requests for assistance
from our programme which assists stray and
homeless animals and animals cared for by lower
income households continued to grow at an
alarming rate. The programme is only restricted by
funding as we have surplus veterinary capacity and
additional volunteers who have signed on to assist.
For this we are tremendously grateful but we are
saddened that currently we are only able to satisfy
50% of the requests we receive for assistance due to
fiscal constraints.
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Programmes that make spay and neuter more
affordable will be essential for population control in
conjunction with stray dog control and a network of
animal holding facilities and shelters if we are to
achieve our goal of ANATION WITHOUT STRAYS and
by extension reduce animal cruelty.

For the year under review we are pleased to report
that our Animal Pride programme successfully
achieved 1,055 spay / neuter surgeries. This could
conservatively account for in excess of 12,000 less
stray and homeless animals roaming our
communities over the next year.

A programme designed to
assist lower income
households (below $6,000/
mnth) to spay and neuter the
animals they care for.

To permit efficient processing of your case please provide:

1. Full name and address

2. Details of animals - breed, gender, age, approx weight and photos
3. Household income status

4. Any other info which may help your case

WhatsApp Info to DOG SPAY (364 7729)

The increase in requests for spay and neuter
assistance is indicative of a maturing social
behaviour motivated by animal welfare best
practices. Since inception of the programme in 2016
we have successfully spayed or neutered 5,034 stray
or homeless animals or animals cared for by lower
income households. There can be no doubt as to the
benefit that this programme has on promoting pride
in animal care and reducing the overpopulation of
stray and homeless animals and by extension, the
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suffering our stray and homeless animals are
subjected to.

We are espcially grateful this year to receive the
assistance of Sandra Harduar and Kelvin Cheeranjie,
Philippa Talma, David Coelho, Eve Baldeo, D&K
Marshall, Nikhil Gyan, TeakVale Ltd. and the
International Society for Animal Rights toward
hosting our spay programmes. We are also
indebted to all our vets nationwide that give of their
time and for their compassionate support to the
stray, homeless and rescued animals of our nation.
Our programme could not be successful without
their participation. We acknowledge and salute
their humane and compassionate give-back to the
animals of our nation —

Acote Veterinary Clinic - Dr. Nicholas and Dr. Ali
PAWS Veterinary Services — Dr. Ramkhalawan
Pet Tales Veterinary Clinic — Dr. Sean Mc Carthy
Vet Care Centre — Dr. Kalicharan
TTSPCA Tobago — Dr. Raquel Small
Santa Cruz Veterinary Clinic — Dr. Boodoo
Felicity Veterinary Services - Dr. Jairam
Piarco Vet Clinic - Dr. Lezama-Driscoll

Paws, Fins and Feathers Veterinary Services - Dr.
Sirju and Dr. Koongebeharry

IERE Pets of Arima - Dr. Stewart / Dr. Alexander
Valencia Veterinary Clinic — Dr. Dowridge
Animalis Amator Veterinary Hospital Dr Ramharack

Pet Well — Dr. Nicole Strake; Freeport Veterinary
Clinic — Dr Sheriza Al

Island Haven Mobile Vet - DR. Anika Lewis-Springer,
Dr. Carolyn Mike, Dr. Raymond Deonanan

Bark & Shake Veterinary Clinic — Dr. Nowbut

YOU HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE.
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In closing, we thank all our members and supporters
for their ongoing support. Our achievements would
not have been possible without you. The costs
associated with animal welfare whether it is rescue,
sheltering, homing, spaying or other medical care
are high and require a dedicated team of
compassionate citizens supporting the effort both
physically and financially. Your support motivates us
to do even better and reach more animals. We
acknowledge and thank all of our donors, volunteers
and supporters.

HELP SAVE
OUR ANIMALS

Contribute to our Animal
Pride spay and neuter
programme.

+") Animals 360 Foundation

Incorporated account #
510800 273 201 at
Republic Bank or via
PayPal at
www.animals360tt.com/
donate

Animals have a right to the
protection of man and a
life of dignity.

To contribute to our Animal Pride spay and neuter
programme you may deposit directly to our account
at Republic Bank — Animals 360 Foundation
Incorporated account # 510 800 273 201 Or via the
PayPal link on our website www.animals360tt.com
or call, text or WhatsApp 352 0976 or email
animals360tt@gmail.com

YOU WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Animals 360 Foundation Incorporated
October 2022
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